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My name is Brendan Cain, and I am the new forest supervisor for the Shawnee National Forest. Today, I am going to talk a little bit about why it’s so important that everyone works together to nurture nature, whether it’s in Southern Illinois, other parts of the state or the United States.




Southern Illinois
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With that said, I am going to focus on Southern Illinois as I tell this story. Let’s look at what kind of nature we have here. 




Eastern Shawnee
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First, there is the Eastern Shawnee. It’s a place where a rocky landscape produces a variety of natural habitats – from barrens to acid seep springs.




Illinois Ozarks
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There is the Illinois Ozarks, which has deeper soils and steep slopes. It is geologically similar to the Missouri Ozarks.




Middle 
Mississippi

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is the Middle Mississippi, which is home to bottomland forests.



Cache River 
Wetlands
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And, there is the Cache River Wetlands, home to America’s northernmost tupelo and cypress swamp. These are the four Conservation Opportunity Areas recognized in the State Wildlife Action plan.




Southern Illinois

Shawnee National Forest
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Within this tapestry are the federal and state protected places.
There is the Shawnee National Forest.




Southern Illinois

Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge
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Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge.




Southern Illinois

Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge
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And, Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge.



Southern Illinois

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
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There also are state lands managed by Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
We have a lot going on here. Let’s review. 




Southern Illinois

State and Federal ownership
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This is what the state and federal agencies own.





Southern Illinois

This is what we seek to manage.
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These are what we seek to manage with our various agency resources.



Southern Illinois

Owned by private landowners

85 percent85 percent
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And, this is what remains in private ownership. 85 percent of this part of the state belongs to private landowners. This is important. We know, for example, that “nearly half of all species threatened with extinction occur on private lands, and nearly all threatened species have at least part of their distribution on private lands.” That means that you, as a private landowner, play an important role in conserving nature.



Working Together
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I want to take a minute to review some of the ways we’re working together — federal, state and private landowners – to restore and protect Southern Illinois forests. We do this in a variety of ways.



We seek out the 
resources we need to 
make conservation 
stronger.

$2 million annually in grants
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We seek out the resources we need to make conservation stronger.
We don’t always have the resources that we need to do what needs to be done. So, we partner with non-profits and others and seek grant funds. Currently, we are bringing in about $2 million annually.




We innovate when we have 
a challenge.
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We innovate when we have a challenge.
Prescribed fire is important to the health of our forests. And, we often have too little fire or we don’t take advantage of connected lands. To overcome these challenges, we have:




The Nature Conservancy Forest Team
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Worked with The Nature Conservancy to start a team, which will help the region conduct more burns.



Southern Illinois Prescribed Burn Association
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Natural resource professionals with IDNR helped private landowners started the Southern Illinois Prescribed Burn Association. Through this collaboration, landowners work together to burn their forests, woodlands and grasslands. 




An opportunity to 
partner with the Forest 
Service.
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While we are talking about prescribed fire, I want to tell you about a Forest Service program that we hope to use more. It’s called the Wyden Authority. The idea is if we’re burning adjacent to your land, and you want your land burned, then we should be able to help you out. It doesn’t create much work for us, and it helps us work on a landscape scale. 
 
With Wyden, we can sign participating agreements with you to make that type of work a reality.
 
We also can treat invasive species and a few other activities under this authority. Congress lets us do this in places where these activities make sense ecologically – they benefit both Forest Service and private lands. We are recognizing that it’s important to work on adjacent lands to achieve our goals.



We innovate when we 
have a challenge.
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Invasive species know no boundaries. They move from roadways and other corridors and onto federal, state and private lands. If your neighbor has invasive species, then there is a good chance you will too. So, it’s important that we work together to combat them.
 
We have several innovations that we’ve undertaken.




River to River Cooperative Weed Management Area
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We have the River to River Cooperative Weed Management Area, which is working from the Ohio to the Mississippi rivers, to develop region-wide strategies that we can collaborate on together.




The Nature Conservancy Strike Team
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We have an invasive species strike team, also led by The Nature Conservancy. They are trying to stop the spread of these species.





We work to protect 
communities and make 
them stronger.

Kinkaid Lake provides 
drinking water to 
Murphysboro and 
surrounding communities, 
while Cedar Lake 
provides water to 
Carbondale and 
surrounding communities.
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We also work to protect communities and make them stronger. We are working together at both Kinkaid and Cedar lakes to improve habitat and secure this community drinking water source for the future.



We work with those who 
recreate on the forest for 
fun.

People like to fish, swim, 
hunt, paddle, hike, bike, 
climb and ride horses in 
our forests.
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We are working with those who recreate on the forest for fun, and we recognize that there is a connection between recreation and tourism.




We assist communities 
through Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans.
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We assist communities through Community Wildfire Protection Plans. You see, wildfire doesn’t recognize boundaries. Prescribed fire is one tool we use to reduce risk, and one that landowners can use too.
 
In places where we have communities embedded in a forest landscape, we want to help people further protect their communities. Makanda finished one a few years ago, and Pope County is on target to finish its plan by the end of the year. Once these plans are in place, communities can seek additional funds to advance protection efforts. We hope to do more of this in the future.




We are getting more tools 
every day.
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And, we are getting more tools every day. I want to tell you about a new Forest Service program that we hope to be working closer together on with our state partners. It’s called the Good Neighbor Authority. This authority allows non-federal entities to do work on federal lands, such as using prescribed fire, controlling invasive species or overseeing a timber sale. 
 
For timber sales, if the state was already doing a timber sale on their land, and it would be advantageous for all to include adjacent Forest Service land, receipts from the timber sale could be used to pay state workers’ salaries to administer the timber sale on both ownerships. 
 
Any remaining funds can be used for fuel reduction work, invasive species control, erosion control, road rehabilitation, etc. 
 
These agreements allow us to important work on a landscape scale. 




The future of Southern 
Illinois Forests
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As we look to the future, we want to be a good partner to you. I say that not only on behalf of the Forest Service but on behalf of the conservation professionals with whom we work every day. 
 
I’m thankful to have had the chance to talk with you today, and thankful too that you care enough to be here.
 
As you head home, I encourage you to look at land adjacent to yours and think about what kind of opportunities exist. If you’re our neighbor, please come and talk with us. We’d love to work together.
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