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Presidentis Remarks
Ray Herman, IFA President

Another year has come and gone. From my view, 2007 was a good year in most
respects. My wife and | welcomed in the new year in California at the Rose Bowl.
Not a great start for those of us who expected the lllini to be more competitive. But,
the sun came up the next day as well as all the days we were there, and things
looked up. Such is life...peaks and valleys, highs and lows, good and bad. | believe
2008 will be better, because we will work hard to make it better.

I know your Board stands ready to move ahead with several issues that did not get
resolved last year. The key issue is improving IDNR{s Forestry Division stafyng
problems. | know our stateis ynancial status and the political setting are not currently
conducive to suggesting that a quick yx is eminent. But, | assure you our Legislative
Committee will continue to explore options that our lobbyist will help us pursue. We
also will continue to get 100 percent of the 4% Timber Harvest fees utilized in line
with the 1983 Forest Development Act.

Other issues we are discussing include support for increased stafyng and expanding
the utility of Dixon Springs Experiment Station, support for continued funding for the
lllinois Forestry Development Council, and pushing for all forested lands to be eligible
for Carbon Credit payments.

Several signiycant items were addressed or improved last year. Our legislators
did unanimously pass Senate Bill 17, which gives you an option to manage certain
conservation areas--wetlands, grassland, and woodland--by signing up and
developing a Conservation Management Plan. Look for more information on this
opportunity--The Conservation Stewardship Program--in this newsletter.

Many of you were the recipients of an incentive payment for a Forest Management
Plan from the NRCS EQIP program last year, or you will be a recipient this year.
This was certainly a great opportunity to achieve the lowest possible tax rate on your
woodland and be eligible to receive additional assistance to implement your plan
from either EQIP funds or FDA funds. If you were not signed up and want to know

if you qualify, it is not too late to visit your local Soil and Water Conservation District
ofyce. Just do it now! Also, while there, see if you can enroll in the Carbon Credits
program.

As | close, | hope 2008 will be a great year for you and your family and friends. Also,
| ask two things. Visit or write your lllinois senator and representative and thank
them for passing S.B.17. At the same time, let them know your personal concerns
as well as the IFA issues (particularly stafyng for the IDNR Forestry Division and

full restoration of the 4% timber tax) that still need their attention. Your time and
personal contact is essential to IFAis goals. You are the Voice for lllinois Forests!

fiHe who plants a tree loves others besides himself.0 - Thomas Fuller



Calendar of Events
2008

February 12, 2008

NW IL Forestry Association
Business Meeting
Stockton, IL

815/858-2407

February 18-22, 2008
lllinois Game of Logging
Workshop

Schmokerts Tree Farm near
Eldred, IL

217-416-1587 or
schmoker3@aol.com

March 8, 2008

Tri-State Forest Stewardship
Conference 2008

Sinsinawa Mound Center,
Sinsinawa, WI
http://basineducation.uwex.
edu/gpsp/

March 15, 2008

Shiitake Mushroom Workshop
Lincoln Land Wood Turners,
Springyeld, IL.

217-416-1587 or
schmoker3@aol.com

March 18, 2008

NW IL Forestry Association
Annual Meeting

Mt. Carroll, IL
815/858-2407

March 29, 2008

Shiitake Mushroom Workshop
Trimblels Timbers near Hugo,
IL.

(217) 762-4136

April 5, 2008

Shiitake Mushroom Workshop
Wildlife Prairie State Park near
Peoria, IL.

(309) 688-1536

April 8-11, 2008

2008 National Forest
Landowners Conference
InterContinental Hotel,
Chicago, IL
www.forestlandowners.com

April 11, 2008
Blackhawk Hills RC&D
Forestry Day

Galena, IL
815/858-2407

April 19, 2008

Tree Planting & Herbicide
Workshop

Wooten Farm near Galesburg,
IL.

(309) 688-1536

May 3, 2008
Arnold Farm Field Day
815/858-2407

May 13-15, 2008
Smallwood 2008 and
Bioenergy & Wood Products
Conference

Monona Terrace Convention
Center, Madison, WI
conferences@forestprod.
org.

May 20-23, 2008

3rd Fire in Eastern Oak
Forests Conference
SIUC Student Center,
Carbondale, IL
http://www.dce.siu.
edu/conferences/
071001easternoak.htm or
618-536-7751

August 3-6, 2008
2008 National Walnut
Council Meeting
Columbia, MO.

(765) 583-3501 or

jackson@purdue.edu

September 20, 2008
Forestry Field Day
Etheridge Farm near
Taylorville, IL.

goatdoc@cititech.com

October 11-12, 2008
Illinois Walnut Council
Annual Meeting
Schmoker Tree Farm near
Eldred, IL.

(217) 416-1587 or
schmoker3@aol.com

Sawdust from the VP
J. B. Gates, IFA Vice President

The IRS has released the following mileage information for 2008:

Employees.........cccoveerneennne. $0.505 per mile
Medical ......ccccovveeiiiiieiiienne $0.190 per mile
MOVING ..ooiiiiiiiieeiiiieee i same as medical
In service of

charitable organizations ....... $0.140 per mile

(Anything paid over $0.14 [or actual
costs] is income.)

The IFA Finance Committee is working on the 2008 Budget. Our
expenses for 2007 totaled $23,108.54. Income for the period was
$30,937.00. Membership has been growing, helping to boost last
yearis income. We had excess income of $7,828.54. This year we
are looking to have more income from grants and partners. If you
have not renewed your membership, today would be a good time
to write that check!

Secretaryis Report
Dave Gillespie, IFA Secretary

The new year has begun. IFA ended 2007 with a total of 588
members. Our goal was 600, so 588 is not too bad.

Dues for 2008 are being received at the rate of six to eight
renewals per day at IFAis post ofyce box in Chatham. Also, in

the last few months, we have received almost that many new
memberships per day. We have been keeping track of the way
we get new members by color coding IFA membership forms sent
to perspective new members. So far, 88 percent of our last 130
new members came from IFAis project to help the IDNRis Division
of Forest Resources send out the renewal letters to lllinois
Forestry Development Act participants. A special thanks to Sarah
Dillman who has done a wonderful job working on this project.

Speaking of dues, if you have not renewed your membership

for 2008, now is a good time to do so. | can sincerely say that
the Ofycers and Board of Directors are working hard to develop
and implement a plan of work for 2008 that will increase IFAis
presence and inpuence in lllinois. However, to continue at this
pace, your support is vitally needed. Thanks go to all of you who
have been a part of our efforts.

Quotes

The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago and the 2nd best is
today.

The true meaning of life is to plant a tree under whose shade you do

not expect to sit.
Nelson Henderson
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